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after lunch. The distance covered was twelve miles. It was an easy
path but one which passed through thick forests. Rudravaram is a
village on the way. It is urbanised and a part of Cuddapah district. All
provisions are available at this township. Liquor shops are also to be found
here. There are Brahmin habitations, Sri Rangapuram is a Company
village with small houses without drinking water facilities.

llth June, 1830

Awaking early morning at three and proceeding further a distance
of twelve miles I reached the holy place of Mahanandi. This
was an easy path with urbanized villages o f Mahadevapuram and Basava-
puram on the way. This place is located in the midst of a very thick forest
on the fringe of a hill. There are several fruit-bearing trees around the
temple. Not even a hut is to be seen near the shrine. All requirements and
provisions have to be taken by one from Basavapuram. Even starting a fire
(for culinary purposes) is a problem here. People are prohibited to halt
here at night. The holy waters of the Kshetra-theertham flow under the
Sivalinga here, get collected in a trough and flow out thereafter. This
theertham of the temple is magnificent. This is a place which has manifested
itself as laid clown in the Sastras. The archaka here belongs to the thambala
class of worshippers of Siva. Devotees however, according to custom are
permitted to worship the Lord and perform Abhisekam themselves. The
Archaka arrives every day early in the morning, the doors of the sanctum
sanctorum are unlocked and then the temple is open for worship. Gosains
and bairagis reside here from one to three clays and worship the Lord. I
stayed here till two in the afternoon and proceeding further after lunch
arrived by nightfall at a place called Bandathukuru. Regadi2 thorn bushes
abound here for a distance of eight miles. I had to cross a small river and
several streams on the way. There is no jungle on the way. This place is
a part of the Kandanuru estate. All provisions are available here. There
are also large habitations at this place. I noticed that cows are not milked
at all in this region. The cows with calves are allowed to graze out. The
people of this region have buffalo cattle in plenty for milking purposes. It is
remarkable that they take pains to look after these cattle by giving them
good cattle sheds, more convenient than their own habitations. Paddy is
not cultivated in this region. Dry crops however are cultivated extensively.
The cultivators are hard-working. Brahmins here have an easy livelihood
depending on their lands.

12th June, 1830

Awaking at four in the morning, I reached Velapanuru at a distance
of eight miles. The pathway passes through a region of black clay. There
is not much of jungle here and travelling is easy enough* There are big
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